Getting the basics of Funding Applications Right
Dr John Higgs, Joseph Rank Trust

1. Research well, who else has been funded by the organisation you are approaching.

2. Phone the funder and ask questions, check the website first though and make sure you can’t find the answers there.  Phoning in advance will not do your application any harm.

3. Don’t include a ‘Dear Sir/Madam letter’ – this shows that you haven’t done any research.  Put enough postage on the letter – funders don’t like having to pay extra postage just to get your application.

4. Just send what the funders ask for – there is no need to send books, DVD’s etc

5. Lots of funders don’t visit so make it easy for them to find news about your charity – make sure your website is up to date, have video clips, youtube footage etc

6. Invite the funder to visit, to see your work, to meet the beneficiaries.  This will allow you to demonstrate the impact of your work.

7. Always say thank you for funding received.

8. Maintain the relationship with the funder over the period of the funding – send newsletters (preferably hard copy so they don’t have to print it out!), invite funders to celebration events.

